
           

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

 

The JA Mission: To inspire and prepare young 

people to succeed in a global economy. 

 Workforce Readiness  •  Financial Literacy  •  Entrepreneurship 

                    of Ashtabula County 

2018-2019 

Annual Report 



 
• Workforce Readiness 

• Financial Literacy 

• Entrepreneurship 

Junior Achievement of Ashtabula County reached 2,563 students in 114 classrooms during the 2018-2019 school year. Ninety-five volunteers gave 15,067 contact hours of 

their time and talents to work with the young people in our community. These passionate volunteers, investors, educators and local leaders are individuals who care 

enough to make a difference in a child’s life by making the JA experience possible. For many children, experiencing JA is their opportunity to see an activity and visualize a 

future where dreams can become reality. 

We would like to thank all of our donors, volunteers, educators, board of directors and special event participants for helping to make our program year a success! We are 

grateful for the volunteers who devoted time and resources out of their busy work schedules to make a connection from the business world to the classroom. We appreciate 

their commitment to the  Ashtabula community.  And of course, a very special thank you to all of our donors for making a financial contribution to Junior Achievement. 

Levels are determined by contributions received through Personal and In-Kind Contributions, Grants, Special Events, Sponsorships and Volunteer Support July 1, 2018 

through June 30, 2019. 

Champion $5000+ 

The Ashtabula Foundation 

Burton D. Morgan Foundation 

Lake City Plating 

Robert S. Morrison Foundation 

Wells Fargo Advisors 

Leader $2,500- $4,999 

Ashta Chemicals, Inc. 

Chad Vavpetic, AXA Advisors 

Gazette Newspapers 

Huntington Bank 

Western Reserve Junior Service 
League 

 

Partner $1,250- $2,499 

Kent State University Ashtabula 

Key Bank 

Supporter $750- $1,249 

Kister Marina 

Walmart 

Advocate $500- $749 

Ashtabula County Commissioners 

Dawn Cragon 

J.R. Hofstetter Jewelers 

Holly Mayernick 

Friends $100-$499 

ACCESS 

ACMC 

Applebee’s Grill & Bar 

A-TECH 

Brant’s Apple Orchard 

Chris Brecht State Farm Insurance 

Dave Bucci 

Bula Auto Sales 

Friends $100-$499 (continued) 

Cardinal Community Credit Union 

Ronni Charles 

Clark Electric 

Community First Credit Union 

Conneaut Dairy Queen 

Conneaut Moose Lodge 472 

Conneaut Savings Bank 

Country Club Retirement Campus 

Bill Creed 

Delta Railroad Construction 

Carl Feather 

David and Patty French 

Larry Frimerman & Patty Stone 

Geneva Lodge & Conference Center 

Giant Eagle 

Stephanie Gildone 

Josh Gottron, Northwest Bank 

Laura Jones– Leadership Ashtabula 

Lake City Plating 

Lantern of Saybrook 

Painesville Dental Group 

Representative John Patterson 

Playall Awards & Engraving 

Joslin Seeds 

Nassief Auto Group, Inc. 

Richmond Transportation 

Ringer Screen Print 

State Road Medical 

Torchlight Youth Mentoring 

Amber Wintz 

Wrightnour Optometry 

Ziegler Heating and Cooling 

Patty Stone, JA District Manager 

Advisory Board  *also on Steering Committee 

Todd Bendis, Lake City Plating 

Chris Brecht, State Farm Insurance 

Allison Brown, ACMC 

*Mike Candela, Ashtabula ESC 

Ronni Charles, Henderson Library 

Dawn Cragon, Ashtabula Treasurer 

*Bill Creed, Gazette Newspapers 

Josh Gottron, Northwest Bank 

*Tim Kehres, Torchlight Youth Mentoring 

Thomas Krajewski, Applebee’s 

*Holly Mayernick, Infinity Resources 

John Palo, Robert S. Morrison Fdn. 

*Ryan Pastore, PNC (steering only) 

Sean Ratican, Ashtabula Port Authority 

Lori Stevens, Conneaut Savings Bank 

Ed Trebets, Kent State University 

Jordan Trenn, First Federal  

*Chad Vavpetic, AXA Advisors, LLC 

Kristy Vavpetic, Ashtabula Chamber 

Amber Wintz, ASHTA Chemicals 

Participating Schools 

Ashtabula County Technical & Career Campus 

Conneaut High School 

Conneaut Middle School 

Geneva High School 

Geneva Middle School 

Grand Valley High School 

Grand Valley Middle School 

Jefferson Area Junior High School 

Jefferson Area Senior High School 

Lakeshore Primary School 

Lakeside High School 

Lakeside Junior High School 

Pymatuning Valley High School 

Pymatuning Valley Middle School 

Wallace H. Braden Middle School 





During the 2018-2019 year, all 7th and 8th grade students in Ashtabula 

County local school districts received JA programs. JA It’s My Future 

program, provided seventh grade students with practical information 

about preparing for the working world.  Students explore potential ca-

reers, discover the four factors to consider in choosing a career, and 

recognize basic job-hunting tools. JA Economics for Success program, 

presents to eighth graders the components of a successful economic 

life: choosing the right career and managing money properly. Volunteer 

mentors from the community  donated their time to visit the classrooms 

and present these programs.  

Participating Schools: Conneaut M.S., Geneva M.S., Grand Valley 

M.S., Jefferson Area Junior H.S., Lakeside Junior H.S., Pymatuning 

Valley M.S., and  Wallace H. Braden M.S. 

JA Programs—Ashtabula County 

Thank You to Our Volunteers:  
Lori Battaglia, Lake Geauga Headstart, Inc.; Jackie Beckwith, Lake City Plating; Todd Bendis, Lake City Plating; Brian Bidwell, City  

of Conneaut;  Alex Camplese, ACMC;  Ronni Charles, Henderson Memorial Public Library:  Carmella Christian, University Hospital;  

Carrie Cooper, YMCA;  Dawn Cragon, Ashtabula County Treasurer; Richard Dana, Kent State University Ashtabula;  Deanna Dodge,  

Lake City Plating; Amanda Dolan, Kent State University Ashtabula; J.P. Ducro, Ashtabula County Commissioner; Chrystal Fairbanks, Erie 

Bank; Jim Foster, Middlefield Banking Company; Paula Ghiz, Kent State University;  Tina Goodnight, Andover Bank; Collette Goodson, 

YMCA;  Valerie Gonzalez,  Kent State University Ashtabula; Annette Griffin, YMCA;  Michael Hamper, Lemire & Hamper, LLC; Tammy 

Hiltz and Nick Hiltz, Community Volunteers;  Jamie Hochschild, Andover Bank; Richard Jackson, ASHTA Chemical; Eli Kalil, Andover 

Bank; Jeremiah Knowles, S&B Flooring; Casey Kozlowski, Ashtabula County Commissioner; Thomas Krajewski, Applebee’s Restaurant; 

Amanda Latva, Conneaut Public Library; Bob Lebzelter, Community Volunteer;  Amanda Lehtonen, Conneaut Savings Bank; Ali Macioge, 

Lake City Plating; Holly Mayernick, Infinity Resources; Cynthia Mollette, Lake City Plating; Dominique Moncrief, Country Club Rehabilita-

tion Center; Joanie Norton, Community Volunteer; Jamie Ortiz, American Electric LLC; Ray Perts, Lake City Plating;  Wynona Purola, 

Premiere Fitness and BSP; Danielle Rankinen, Conneaut Savings Bank;  Sean Ratican, Ashtabula County Port Authority; Max Ruane, Lake 

City Plating; Kathleen Shaffer, Ducro Funeral Services; Eric Senor, Andover Bank; Nathan Smith, Perolus Financial Group; Maddie Smith, 

YMCA;  Sherri Sullivan, Family Pride of NEO; Adelaide and Brad Strong,  Community Volunteers; David Thomas, Ashtabula County  

Auditor;  Justin Thompson, Ferrante Winery; Jordan Trenn, First Federal of Lakewood; Logan Updike, Lake City Plating; Nik Varney, 

Lake City Plating; Chad Vavpetic, AXA Advisors, LLC; Mike Violillo, Lake City Plating; Stefanie Wessell,  Gazette Newspaper;  

Mark Winchell, AC 503 Corp; Amber Wintz, ASHTA Chemical; Morgan Woodin, Kent State University Ashtabula; Joseph Zappitelli, AXA 

Advisors, LLC; Donny Zigdon, Lake City Plating  

 



On January 18, 2019,  second grade students at Lakeshore Primary 

School in Conneaut, spent the day learning about financial literacy,  

work-readiness, and entrepreneurship. Volunteers from the Hunting-

ton Bank and other community volunteers donated their time to come 

into the classrooms to teach the second grade JA Our Community 

Program. 

 

What is a community?  Students learned how people in a community 

work together. They learned about a variety of careers and the spe-

cial skills they require. Students experienced the world of work and 

how workers who produce goods and services earn money. They 

were exposed to the  role and  the importance of taxes. Students 

participated in  a voting activity to understand the will of the majority. 

Finally the students learned about money and how it moves through 

the community.  

JA in a Day at Lakeshore Primary School: 

Conneaut Area City Schools 

Thank You to Our Huntington Bank Volunteers:  

Bonnie Cannon, Brian Muoio, Carol Sandison, 

Thank you also to the following community volunteers: 

Stephanie Gildone and Robert Lebzelter 

 

Learn more about Junior Achievement at  http://ashtabulacounty.ja.org 



Kent State University—Ashtabula, hosted the 3rd annual JA Titan Business Challenge on March 20, 2019 for Junior 

Achievement.  A total of 51 students (17 teams) from 7 high schools participated. Each team, consisting of three 

students, became the CEO of a Holo-Generator company with total control of company operations. The teams 

worked with a local business mentor who provided insight into a personal career and business development as well 

as guidance for decision making processes applicable to the JA Titan game strategy. Student teams competed 

against each other by analyzing market conditions over a series of quarters applying information within a time limit 

to interpret data and make decisions for their “virtual company”. The winners each received a scholarship. Thank 

you to all of our sponsors, mentors, educators, students, and volunteers for making this year’s event a wonderful 

success!                                                                                                                                                                   

Business Mentors: David Bogardus, Erie Bank; Mary J. Braden, Lakeview FCU; Chris Brecht, State Farm    

Insurance; Rachel Burch, Conneaut Savings Bank; Bonnie Cannon, Huntington Bank; Greg Church, Greater 

Ashtabula Chamber; Dawn Cragon, Ashtabula County Treasurer; Dan Creed, Mega-Byte Computer Services; 

Richard Jackson, ASHTA Chemicals; Thomas Krajewski, Applebee’s; Bob Lebzelter, Community Volunteer; 

Angel McVoy, State Road Medical; Sean Ratican, Ashtabula County Port Authority; Carol Sandison, Huntington 

Bank; Eric Senor, Andover Bank; Justin Singer, Erie Bank;  Jordan Trenn, First Federal Lakewood; Mark 

Winchell, Ashtabula County 503 Corp.; Jessica Zito, State Road Medical,                                                           

Volunteers: Stephanie Gildone, Tammy Hiltz  Guest Speakers: John Patterson and Joslyn Seeds                     

Participating Schools: Ashtabula County and Career Technical Campus, Conneaut H.S., Geneva H.S., Grand 

Valley H.S., Jefferson H.S., Lakeside Junior H.S., Pymatuning Valley M.S                                                           

Sponsors: Wells Fargo, Robert S. Morrison Foundation, KSU Ashtabula, AXA Advisors, Gazette Newspapers, Key 

Bank, Walmart, Andover Bank, ASHTA Chemicals, A-Tech, Ashtabula County Commissioners, Burton D. Morgan 

Foundation, Conneaut Moose Lodge, Conneaut Savings Bank, Chris Brecht State Farm Insurance, Dawn Cragon, 

Delta Railroad,  ID Networks, Nicholas Iarocci, State Road Medical, Ziegler Heating, LaVette E. Hennigan, MMC, 

Larry Frimerman. In Kind Donors: Applebee’s, Erie Bank, Lakeview FCU,  YMCA, Ashtabula County Metroparks 

Learn more about Junior Achievement at ashtabulacounty.ja.org       

2019 JA Titan Champions                                                                                                      

1st Place ($500 scholarships each) Ashtabula County Technical and Career Campus: Justin Alderton, Scotty Brown, Jacob Taylor 

2nd Place ($250 scholarships each) Conneaut High School: Isabella Cleveland, Nicholas Morris, Logan Poore                                   

3rd Place ($150 scholarships each) Pymatuning Valley High School: Asha Hamilton, Ellie Stroke 

JA Titan Business Challenge is a powerful program that has the ability to create tremendous learning and growth for young people. I believe 

what the students learn both in preparing for and participating in the competition matters and will be useful to them in their life goals and 

work. - JA Volunteer Mentor 

2019 JA Titan Business Challenge 



On May 21, 2019, three hundred forty-nine middle school      

students, 41 Conneaut Middle School teachers and staff and  

27 JA community volunteers participated in Ashtabula County’s 

first JA Innovation DQ Blizzard Challenge Event. There were  

78 student teams mentored by the teachers and volunteers       

presenting JA curriculum about market research, product      

development and  how to prepare a pitch to an investor. Teams 

created their pitch based on their idea for a new  flavor for a DQ 

Blizzard. Pitch contest elimination rounds led to nine top teams 

that presented their pitch to four judges: Keith Schreiber, owner 

of the Conneaut Dairy Queen and his son Jacob, Lori Riley, 

Conneaut Superintendent and Carl DiFranco, Conneaut         

Municipal Court Judge. Three finalists were selected. The three top teams had their Blizzards created for a       

community Blizzard Day at the Conneaut DQ. The top selling blizzard would be announced the winner!  The       

winning team’s flavor will be sold this summer at the local Dairy Queen store. The team’s name will be engraved   

on the DQ Blizzard Trophy and the students received prizes supplied by the Gazette. 

JA Innovation DQ Blizzard Challenge 

Thank You to Our Volunteers:  
Chris Brecht, State Farm Insurance, Greg Church, Greater Ashtabula Chamber of Commerce, Carl DiFranco, 

Conneaut Municipal Court Judge, Emily Dobran, ACCESS, Nicole Fond, JAMV, Karen Fronczak, Community 

Counseling Center, Stephanie Gildone, Community Volunteer, Josh Gottron, Northwest Bank, Jacob Guy, JAMV, 

Nick Iarocci, Ashtabula County Prosecutor, Amanda Latva, Conneaut Library, Bob Lebzelter, Community  

Volunteer, Amanda Lehtonen, Conneaut Savings Bank, Brooke Lissy, JAMV, Cheryl McDonald,  

Andover Bank, Erica Merkel, Community Volunteer, Michele Merkel, JAMV, Joanie Norton, Conneaut School 

Board, Danielle Rankinen, Conneaut Savings Bank, Lori Riley, Conneaut Superintendent, Keith Schreiber,  

Conneaut Dairy Queen, Jacob Schreiber, Conneaut Dairy Queen, David Simpson, Community Volunteer,  

Whitney Smith, Community Volunteer, Kim Urig, JAMV, Jessica Zito, State Road Medical. 

 

Special Thanks to Jim Kennedy, Principal of Conneaut Middle School, and all of the teachers and staff      

and parent volunteers of Conneaut Middle School.  



Junior Achievement Ashtabula held two Designer Bag Bingo fundraisers this year. 

One at Saybrook Banquet Centre on November 8, 2019. The event sold out  with 

over 300 people purchasing tickets to this event to raise money for Junior 

Achievement’s mission to empower young people to own their economic success. 

In addition to being a fun-filled event for co-workers, friends and family, the event 

was a successful fundraiser. JA hosted a spring Designer Bag Bingo on May 10th 

at Andrus Banquet Center. JA thanks all of the generous sponsors, attendees  

and in-kind donors for making both events successful. We are grateful for you! 

 

 

ashtabulacounty.ja.org 

Thank you to all of our  in-kind donors:  

Hofstetter Jewelers                                                   

Touchstone Jewelry: Stephanie Gildone                   

Waterpark tickets: Bill Creed, Gazette                     

Door Prize sponsor: Bill Creed, Gazette                   

Like New Purse donors: Joslin Seeds, Laura Jones, 

Thelma Chaffee and Patty Stone 

Applebee’s, Halcyon, Harbor Perk, Rennick’s, The 

Lodge at Geneva on the Lake, Nassief Auto Group 

Ad Donation: A. Louis Supply, Chow Down Catering, 

Route 20 Auto Essentials, Sarah’s on 11th, Thrifty       

Designer 

Included with the 

price of the ticket 

was a full dinner 

buffet, open bar and 

t0 rounds of bingo. 

Our hardworking volunteers made sure that-

guests purchased tickets for grand prizes, 

extra books of bingo cards, 50/50 tickets or 

tickets for the “Like New Designer Bag” raffle 

table.  

JA Board Member, Amber 

Wintz, was one of the lucky 

winners on May 10th!    

Amber has been a stellar JA 

classroom volunteer and 

key fundraiser.               

Introduced in May’s event 

was the Lightning Raffle 

before each Bingo round. A 

limit of 20 tickets were sold 

each time for a chance to 

win prize purses!  

 

Thank you to all of our sponsors: 

Event Sponsor: Lake City Plating 

Table Sponsors:  Community First Credit Union  

ACMC   Country Club Rehabilitation 

Applebee’s  Gazette 

ASHTA Chemicals         Jefferson Dental Group 

Ashtabula Insurance Lantern of Saybrook 

AXA Advisors  Leadership Ashtabula 

Bula Auto Sales  Torchlight Youth Mentoring 

Cardinal Community Credit Union 

Clark Electric   YMCA   

Bingo Round Sponsors:  

Brant’s Apple Orchard  State Road Medical 

Nassief Auto Group        Torchlight Youth Mentoring 

Richmond Transportation Wrightnour Optometry 

Ringer Screen Print  Ziegler Heating 

Ronni Charles  

Thank you to Dave Bucci of Dave Bucci Voice Talent, LLC  for  

volunteering to be the emcee for the evening.  Joining Dave was 

Stephanie Gildone. Dave and Stephanie kept the evening lively 

and the bingo calling rolling! Thank you also to Carl Feather,  

published NE Ohio author and   photographer, for sharing his 

talents by volunteering to photograph this event.  

2019 Designer Bag Bingo! 


